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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims (1 1/8) and (12/8) are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only and 
cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.0 l(n). 

Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kobayashi U.S. 
Patent No. 5,587,975. 

Regarding claim 1, Kobayashi an information carrier (See Abstract; col. 3, lines 21-31; 
Fig.l) comprising 

a synchronization area (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 1,4 A), said 
synchronization area comprising a predetermined synchronization pattern for synchronizing a 
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clock frequency in a device in which the information carrier is used (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to 
col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 1,4A), characterized in that the predetermined synchronization pattern 
comprises a first part and a second part (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 1,4A) 9 
the second part being distinguishable from the first part (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1- 
12; Fig. 1,4A). 

Regarding claim 2, Kobayashi discloses the predetermined synchronization pattern is 
composed of marks and of spaces between the marks (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1- 
12; Fig. 2A-2D,4A), and in that the first part of the predetermined synchronization pattern 
contains marks having a first length (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A) and 
spaces having a second length(See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A) whereas the 
second part of the synchronization pattern contains marks having a third length (See col. 5, lines 
57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A) and spaces having a fourth length (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to 
col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A), the first length being different from the third length (See col. 5, lines 
57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A) and the second length being different from the fourth length 
(See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A), 

Regarding claim 3, Kobayashi characterized in that the total length of all the marks in the 
predetermined synchronization pattern is substantially equal to the total length of all the spaces 
in the predetermined synchronization pattern (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 
4A; i.e. 2T pattern). 
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Regarding claim 4, Kobayashi discloses an information carrier comprising a recording 
area for writing patterns which represent user information (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 
1-12; Fig. 1,2A-2D,4A) and a header area comprising patterns which represent header 
information (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 1,2A-2D,4A), 

said header area comprising a synchronization area comprising a predetermined 
synchronization pattern for synchronizing a clock frequency in a device in which the 
information carrier is used (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 1,2A-2D,4A), 
characterized in that the predetermined synchronization pattern comprises a first part (See col. 
5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 1,2A-2D,4A) and a second part, the second part being 
distinguishable from the first part (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 1,2A- 
2D,4A). 

Regarding claim 5, Kobayashi discloses predetermined synchronization pattern is 
composed of marks and of spaces between the marks (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1- 
12; Fig. 2A-2D,4A), and in that the first part of the predetermined synchronization pattern 
contains marks having a first length (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A) and 
spaces having a second length (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A) whereas the 
second part of the synchronization pattern contains marks having a third length (See col. 5, lines 
57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A) and spaces having a fourth length (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to 
col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A), the first length being different from the third length (See col. 5, lines 
57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A) and the second length being different from the fourth length 
(See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A). 
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Regarding claim 6, Kobayashi discloses characterized in that the total length of all the 
marks in the predetermined synchronization pattern is substantially equal to the total length of 
all the spaces in the predetermined synchronization pattern (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, 
lines 1-12; Fig. 4A; i.e. 2T pattern). 

Regarding claim 7, Kobayashi discloses that the header information is converted into 
patterns in the header area according to a (d,k) (i.e. d=l,k=7, (1,7), 2T and 8T lengths) Run 
Length Limited modulation code, in which d represents a predetermined natural number larger 
than zero and k represents a predetermined natural number larger than d, discloses the length of 
each mark and each space expressed as a number of channel bit lengths (T) (See col. 5, lines 57- 
67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A), 

and in that the first part of the predetermined synchronization pattern contains marks having a 
first length of (d+1) times the channel bit length (i.e. d=l, 2T),(See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, 
lines 1-12; Fig. 4A), 

and spaces having a second length of (d+1) times the channel bit length (i.e. d=l, 2T), (See col. 
5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A), 

and the second part of the predetermined synchronization pattern contains marks having a third 
length of (k+1) times the channel bit length (i.e. k=7, 8T), (See col. 5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 
1-12; Fig. 4A) 

and spaces having a fourth length of (k+1) times the channel bit length (i.e. k=7, 8T), (See col. 
5, lines 57-67 to col. 6, lines 1-12; Fig. 4A). 
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3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. 

a. JP 05-1 59462 to Satomura, which discloses an information carrier including a 
synchronization area, said synchronization area comprising a predetermined 
synchronization pattern. 

b. JP 1 1-353810 to Nagata et aL, which discloses which discloses an information 
carrier including a synchronization area, said synchronization area comprising a 
predetermined synchronization pattern. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 8 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jorge L Ortiz-Criado whose telephone number is (703) 305-8323. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thu.(8:30 am - 6:00 pm),Alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doris H To can be reached on (703) 305-4827. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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